
THE EPISTLE        August 5, 2022                                 

Find Hope Here 
Sedgefield United Methodist Church 
2830 Dorchester Place 
Charlotte, NC  28209 

www.SedgefieldChurch.org 
704-523-0077 

Rev. Tom Stinson-Wesley, Pastor

http://www.SedgefieldChurch.org


Reflections From Pastor Tom 

Dear Friends, 

This Sunday I will be preaching on Luke 12:32-40 and 
my title will be “Short Attention Span.” 

We have been hearing for years how the attention span 
of the average person is growing shorter. We take in 
information in such small quantities that it becomes 

more and more challenging to stay patient and focused if the 
information takes longer to “download.” It is reasonable to assume 
this shortening attention span affects our relationship with God. Will 
we patiently await God’s guidance or will we run ahead and do 
whatever we want because we can’t stay focused? 

In the Scripture lesson, Jesus was instructing his followers about how 
to carry out the mission. His main point was to stay ready. Our 
attention span is part of that readiness. We have to train ourselves, 
and allow God to train us, to be patient and aware so that we can be 
ready for whatever God calls us to do.  

Blessings, 
Pastor Tom 



▶︎Chamber Music Concert 
Saturday, August 27, 2022 
3:00 p.m. 
Sanctuary

The altar flowers for Sunday, August 7  
have been given in honor of the 
 39th wedding anniversary of  

Frank & Mary Beth Fields.

Flowers
Altar

August 7, 2022 
10:30 a.m. 

Short Attention Span 
Luke 12:32-40 

Sunday School begins at 9:30 in the 
Education Building.  

Holy Communion 
Food Drive for Loaves & Fishes 

▶︎Serve At Rebound 
Sunday,  August 21, 2022 
4:00 p.m. 
Meet in Church Parking Lot

▶︎Finance Committee Meeting 
Monday,  August 8, 2022 
7:00 p.m. 
via Zoom

Upcoming
Events

This Sunday 
In Worship

Future
Sermons

August 14 - Training for the Race 
August 21 - The Mute Button 
August 28 - For the Love of Jesus

▶︎Church & Neighborhood Cookout 
Saturday,  August 20, 2022 
11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
Front Lawn

▶︎Administrative Council Meeting 
Thursday, August 18, 2022 
7:00 p.m. 
via Zoom



Our neighborhood food pantry is currently in critical need of non-perishable food 
items. Most needed products are:   

canned meat 
canned fruit (low sugar) 

peanut butter 
pasta (boxed or canned) 

canned vegetables (low sodium) 

As a part of Holy Communion on Sunday, August 7, you will be invited to 
bring your food donations forward as you receive communion. 

Because of changes implemented by Zoom, those joining a virtual 
meeting must now have a passcode.  Please call the church office 
(704-523-0077) or email us (office@sedgefieldchurch.org) and you 
will be provided with the passcode.  Anyone wishing to join by 
phone will also need to contact the church office.

Changes

Zoom

Sedgefield ONLINE
Visit:  www.sedgefieldchurch.org/sermons

mailto:office@sedgefieldchurch.org


A message from Bishop Carter:  “There is misinformation about what the 
ongoing and future United Methodist Church believes. Some of this 
misinformation is being shared in local churches. 

If we do not tell our story, others will construct a story about us, in this 
instance a false witness about the UMC.  This is a violation of the 9th 
Commandment. 

This statement was overwhelmingly affirmed by the Council of Bishops last 
fall, and had enthusiastic affirmation from bishops on each continent.  I had 
the honor of convening the writing team, and it went through several 
revisions.  It is at the heart of the #BeUMC initiative.  It expresses a deep 
and wide consensus rooted in our scriptures and doctrinal standards, it 
describes United Methodists I’ve known and served across my pastoral 
ministry, and it is a direct response to the misinformation and false witness. 

If you are a pastor in a local church, or a lay leader, I invited you to share 
this statement.  Do not underestimate the power of your own witness to the 
beautiful, compassionate and inclusive love of God in Jesus Christ.  This is 
the cross and the flame.  This is our story.  This is our song.” 

Access the Statement from the Council of Bishops by visiting:

A Resource From Bishop Carter About Misinformation in The UMC 
Wednesday, August 3, 2022

https://www.unitedmethodistbishops.org/files/websites/www/
a+narrative+for+the+continuing+united+methodist+church...._.pdf?
fbclid=IwAR0sIpoDoCh68EpJ_OxfbpMdciRlQllqUKuNJzbImmfeCizjFSt2jonPzac



*https://www.signupgenius.com/go/
20f0d4eacab23a64-neighborhood

Mark your calendars for our next  
church-neighborhood cookout which will 

include homemade ice cream! 
August 20 

11:30 - 1:00 

Coming Soon

Volunteers and food are 
needed.  Please sign up! 
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Chamber Music 4 All 
Presents Afternoon Concert 

Saturday, August 27 
3:00 p.m. 

Sanctuary 
Sedgefield United Methodist Church 

Chamber Music 4 All is a non-profit organization which seeks to offer 
family friendly, affordable concerts in new or unique venues. Their 
concerts feature musicians from the Charlotte Symphony.  

Sedgefield United Methodist Church is pleased to host Chamber 
Music 4 All for an afternoon concert on Saturday, August 27.  
Admission is $20 for adults and no charge for children and students. 

Following the concert, refreshments will be served at a reception to 
meet the musicians.



Monumental VBS 2022 

We had an 
AMAZING week at 
Vacation Bible 
School last week 
with 40 children 
and 29 volunteers 
participating.   

Throughout the week,  VBS students 
followed the story of Joseph.  On the 
day the students 
learned that 
Joseph was his 
father’s favorite 
son, the activities 
and even the 
refreshments had a 
coat-of-many-
colors theme. 

I would like to THANK our wonderful 
volunteers.  They are the reason this 
year’s VBS was so successful.  Also, 
thank you for your donation of snack 
items for our kids, as well as for our 
volunteers. We had lots of hungry 
kids, teens and adults!   

We concluded the week with a 
celebration and hot dog lunch for 80+ 
people.  Thank you to Betty, Bud, Jean 
and Ben for the delicious lunch.

Summer Fun Wednesday 

Exotic Encounters 
presented our 
program for our 
last Summer Fun 
Wednesday this 
week. This fun 
educational 
program featured 
animals from all 
over the world.  

Have you ever seen a Kinkajou, 
uromastyx lizard, or a Columbian 
red tail boa? These are just a few of 
the exotic animals that the kids got 
to pet and learn about on 
Wednesday.   

We have had amazing summer 
programs this summer for our kids 
and our neighborhood kids, because 
of the funding provided by the 
Patton Fund.  Thank you for 
supporting our children’s programs! 

Children’s Ministry News

Blessings! 
Mary Jo Bridges 

Children’s Program Director



Ways to Give Your Offerings to Sedgefield UMC

Church

Mail your check to:

Sedgefield UMC
2830 Dorchester Pl

Charlotte, NC  28209

                             

Bank Draft

Set up automatic 
contributions 
through your 
bank’s Online

 Bill Pay.
                             

Online
Through 

sedgefieldchurch.org

Make a credit card
 or electronic 
contribution.

Online 
Through 
wnccumc.org

Make a credit card 
or electronic 
contribution.

http://sedgefieldchurch.org
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